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1. Weather, crop and livestock performance
The agricultural season is gaining momentum is both unimodal and bimodal rainfall areas as many part of the country continue receiving rains.  In unimodal regimes, generally most crops are between moderate and good state from vegetative to maturity.  In bimodal rainfall areas, final land preparations and planting were the main field activities in late March through early April as the onset of the long rains season “masika” spread in those areas.   In many part of the country, particularly in pastoral regions, pasture and water availability are good and livestock conditions are normal. 
2. Food Security Update
	
	Region
	Food insecure people
	Food requirement MT
	Seeds requirement MT

	1
	Arusha
	115,175
	3,872
	230

	2
	Dodoma
	190,372
	4,548
	0

	3
	Kilimanjaro
	66,701
	2,401
	133

	4
	Manyara
	115,955
	3,896
	232

	5
	Morogoro
	20,079
	482
	40

	6
	Mtwara
	25,274
	607
	0

	7
	Pwani
	53,300
	1,919
	107

	8
	Shinyanga
	69,120
	1,659
	138

	9
	Tanga 
	61,708
	2,221
	123

	Total
	717,684
	21,604
	1,004


The government has released the report on the rapid vulnerability assessment (RVA) conducted in February-March this years, indicating that about 700,000 people are food insecure, as shown in the Table below. This caseload will require about 21,000 MT of cereals between now and the beginning of next harvest expected from June. The government is planning to meet this requirement from its emergency stocks for both free distribution and subsidized sales.
The RVA report further recommended seeds assistance to the affected households amounting to 1,004 MT of maize equivalent.

3. Government emergency reserves have dropped to  60,800 MT
 The government stocks held by National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) has dropped to 60,800 MT, about 40% of the emergency level of 150,000MT.  During the coming 2010/11 marketing year, the government should have a concrete strategy to replenish the stocks at least to its recommended level.
4. Response to Government’s appeal for seed assistance 

Towards the end of 2009, the government of Tanzania, through the Prime Minister’s Office, requested the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to coordinate an appeal for 2,700 MT of maize equivalent seed to assist approximately 270,000 resource weak households in various parts of the country who were affected by various production constraints in the 2008/09 production season. In response, DFID contributed approximately USD 3,663,736 early this year. Due to shortage of the appropriate seed from local sources, and the timing of the beginning of the rainy season, FAO managed to procure 460 MT which has been distribution in 10 districts as shown in Table 2.

Table 2:

	S.N.
	District
	Total Beneficiary Population 
	Beneficiary Food Insecure Households
	Maize seed distributed (MT)

	1
	Arusha DC
	30,000
	6,000
	60

	2
	Karatu
	17,500
	3,500
	35

	3
	Meru
	32,000
	6,400
	64

	4
	Monduli
	43,000
	8,600
	86

	5
	Moshi R
	14,000
	2,800
	28

	6
	Siha
	3,000
	600
	6

	7
	Bagamayo
	5,000
	1,000
	10

	8
	Lushoto
	27,500
	5,500
	55

	9
	Pangani
	13,000
	2,600
	26

	10
	Longido
	45,000
	9,000
	90

	Total
	460


It is planned to use the balance of the DFID contribution to procure more seed for distribution in other districts for planting in the coming seasonal (msimu) rainfall in October/November. This distribution will target mostly the needy farmers in unimodal rainfall areas.
5.  Farmers  continue exerting pressure to the government to lift the export ban
As the new harvest approach in the unimodal rainfall areas, farmers in the southern highland regions have continued urging the government to lift the over extended “temporary” export ban on cereals.  The major cereal producing regions are expecting about normal to above normal maize production this season, while claiming to have significant stocks in their granaries from the previous year’s harvests following failure to dispose-off due to the current export ban and limited internal market outlets. 
6. Staple food prices have remained above five year average on most markets
Most markets across the country are adequately supplied with staple foods. However, food prices have have remained above the five‐year average 2004/05 -2009/10.  This situation is attributed to several factors including diminishing household food stocks particularly in the unimodal areas, poor and delayed vuli harvesting in some bimodal rainfall areas and high transportation costs to the major staple markets. As a result of the high costs, the purchasing power of the resource weak households is becoming constrained, compromising their ability to access adequate food. Since harvesting of green crops for early planted crops is began in March in some parts of the country, and harvesting of mature crop is expected to begin in May, the food staple prices may start declining. Planned Government interventions could ease inadequate food access burden among the resource weak, food insecure households.

7. Government appeal for armyworm control
The latest armyworm outbreak in the country was first reported from December last year. Despite the mitigation measures by farmers and government triggered by the Community Based Armyworm Forecasting and Control (CBAFC) mechanism established in several districts, a total of 36,395 acres (14,558 ha) in 16 regions of Mainland Tanzania had been infested up to the end of February this year. The long term forecast predicts larger outbreaks to happen during the remaining part of the long rainy season. In this regard, the Ministry of Agriculture food Security and Cooperatives (MAFC) has appealed to development partners through FAO for assistance of approximately USD 960,000 required to mitigate the impending outbreak. FAO has shared this appeal with some of the DPs and is expecting for their good response.
8. WFP is finalizing the report on comprehensive food security and vulnerability analysis (CFSVA)

WFP has is finalizing the report on comprehensive food security and vulnerability analysis (CFSVA), following the completion of data collection and analysis done during the December 2009 through March 2010. Once the report is finalised mid next week, it will be shared with relevant stakeholders for review before being invited for a half-day workshop tentatively slated for Thursday 29th April 2010.

9. The government of Zanzibar 

The government of Zanzibar is planning to carry out a rapid vulnerability assessment later this month to assess the impact of drought and other shocks on food security in the two islands and Unguja and Pemba. The assessment is triggered by crop failures cased by severe drought in some parts of the island last cropping season and other social economic shocks that have affected the ability of many resource-poor households to access food through market supplies. The assessment will be supported by WFP and FAO staff.
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The government has released the report on the rapid vulnerability assessment (RVA), indicating that about 700,000 people are food insecure between March and May this year.





The stocks held in the government national food reserve agency (NFRA) are at their lowest level of 60,800 MT.  





The agricultural season is gaining momentum is both unimodal and bimodal rainfall areas as many parts of the country continue receiving rains. The rains have helped in pasture rejuvenation and recharging water sources, both of which contributes to livestock health and productivity recovery.





With the financial contribution received from DFID in response to last year’s government appeal for emergency seed, FAO and government distributed maize seed in 10 districts. 





Through FAO, government has appealed to development partners for assistance on control of armyworms.





Most markets across the country are adequately supplied with staple foods. However, food prices have remained above the five‐year average. 





WFP is finalizing the report on comprehensive food security and vulnerability analysis (CFSVA), to be shared with key stakeholder later this month.





Farmers exert pressure to the government to lift the imposed export ban on cereals.





Following cash donation from DFID, FAO is in the process of procuring 1,590 MT of seed for distribution in 34 districts in eight regions. 








Following the availability of PPR vaccine in December last year, the vaccination campaign started in 27 districts in the regions of Mara, Mwanza, Shinyanga, Singida, Dodoma, Manyara, Kilimanjaro and Tanga. 





The government of Zanzibar is planning to carry out a rapid vulnerability assessment (RVA) later this month. 
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